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NORTHBRIDGE — CRIME 
Grievance 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.22 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services and Minister for Community Safety. Today I will address the issue of crime in Northbridge, 
particularly the perception of crime in Northbridge. I am trying to get an unemotional understanding of crime in 
Northbridge. I remember prior to coming to this place when I was a mayor, I was aware of an incredible array of 
problems with crime in different areas linked to not only antisocial behaviour and alcohol and drugs, but also 
everything from hoons to prostitution—a whole gamut of areas. In talking with long-time businesspeople and 
residents in the area—still a small core of people who have always lived in the inner-city—their understanding 
from real experience is that across the whole gamut of crime, the incidence of crime has trended down. However, 
there still seems to be an issue with crime, which I think is primarily related to the use of drugs and alcohol, 
which cause a particular type of crime. Therefore, in grieving to the minister today I really want to provide an 
understanding of the reality of that situation. 

If we think back to the issue of hoons, that was a big problem, and the perception of youth crime was that there 
was a huge problem. However, I think that by having more police in the area, the extent of the problem has been 
reduced. I know, as a local member, that at times the police commissioner has up to 500 police at a time who are 
available to be deployed in the inner-city suburbs of the Perth district. They seem to be deployed very well. A 
number of times I see police on bicycles, police on horses, and the ladies and gentlemen from the Western 
Australia Police Academy who come out in groups six to eight strong as part of their studies and their work at 
the academy and accompany police officers on the beat. Many businesses and residents see a wave of 10 blue 
uniforms at a time coming down the street.  

When we think of Northbridge, it is primarily a vision of Northbridge after 1.00 am, 2.00 am or 3.00 am. I am 
still puzzled, as a local member of Parliament and a local consumer who eats and socialises in Northbridge, 
about how people who are drunk and intoxicated can be served liquor and come out of — 

Mr R.C. Kucera: Is the Perth city accord being wound down? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Part of my grievance is that I understand there is more beefing up of the accord happening 
based on local input from the police and the businesses. 

Mr R.C. Kucera: It is designed to stop that specifically. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Yes, and I think at various times the accord has worked really, really well, but it is only as 
strong as the people who change with the changing circumstances. I think all members in this place would 
acknowledge that the reality of the new drugs being used and the way in which these drugs are being used is 
having an effect on the community. I was in Port Hedland last week; it is over-strength with police, and some 
really good local policing has been done there to respond to local problems with local solutions. Port Hedland 
has some of the same problems that are seen in my electorate. Mining employees are drug tested. They know that 
if they use marijuana or some other drugs, that substance will stay in their systems for two weeks, so they do not 
use it. Unfortunately, some of the more aggressive new drugs stay in a person’s body for less than 24 hours, so 
the employees know that during their week or weekend off, they can use some of these other drugs, which I 
think create more violent behaviour. In my electorate we had 900 real residents on the electoral roll for years and 
years, despite the increase in housing. Suddenly, we have up to 2 600 residents, and I know a lot of them are 
mining employees and others who fly in and fly out and who now have the money to buy a place in the inner 
city. These people actually work in mines in regional Western Australia, Indonesia, the Gulf of Thailand and 
Singapore. I know from the Drug and Alcohol Office and other research that these more violent drugs go through 
a person’s system quicker when coupled with alcohol use, which is not tested to the same extent.  

Moving on from the situation in Northbridge at 2.00 am, Northbridge on a Sunday is the most amazing 
multicultural place. Dim sum and yum cha dining is happening—we could be in any of the great cities in Asia, 
which we are. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, members on my left!  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Families and children are out and about, and people go to the Buddhist temple and the 
numerous Christian churches. On a Friday we could be in Malaysia or Indonesia with the mosque at full throttle 
and everybody coming out to eat afterwards. Therefore, we have different Northbridges. The streetscape 
improvements that are being done by the Town of Vincent at the northern end, the new City of Perth under the 
excellent mayor, Lisa Scaffidi, and the East Perth Redevelopment Authority enhancement of streetscape — 

Mr J.E. McGrath: What’s wrong? What’s the matter? You don’t sound aggrieved at all! 

Mr G. Snook: Tell us what’s bad. 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, members on my left!  

Mr J.N. HYDE: — is having a real impact in designing out crime. Clearly, the issue is the reality of what crime 
is occurring. As a local member consulting with residents and long-term business owners, it appears that crime is 
still related to the over-consumption of alcohol, and there are instances of some violent crimes occurring in a 
particular time frame. Those are the issues I wanted to raise today. Hopefully, we will have some advancements 
or new ways of looking at these problems. 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta — Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [9.29 am]: I thank the 
member for Perth for his grievance. One thing he said really highlights the situation; that is, there are many 
different Northbridges. Any vibrant modern city needs to have entertainment precincts where people will go, 
whether it is just for a coffee, for a meal or for entertainment, and I think Northbridge clearly is the centre of the 
entertainment life for Perth. I know that my boys regularly go into Northbridge on a Sunday at lunchtime to meet 
with their friends to have dim sum and things like that. That is the very positive side of Northbridge; it is an 
important part of a modern city and really adds vibrancy and life to Perth. However, there is the seamier side to 
Northbridge, where perhaps people do not feel safe about being there and will not go there at certain times. The 
issue of people who are on drugs and abusing alcohol, which then leads them to become violent, is something 
that the community and the police abhor, and which the police take very strong action against.  

Moving to a more global picture, after the law was changed in 2004, and with the extra resourcing of police, the 
police targeted domestic violence. The number of assaults went up, but not assaults that did not relate to 
domestic violence—not assaults on the street, which is one of the concerns about Northbridge. However, 
because the police were targeting domestic violence and, under the law, having to actually lay charges, there was 
a higher domestic violence reporting rate, and some inroads have started to be made into that problem. If 
members were to look at the numbers, they would think that assaults have gone up. Assaults have not gone up, 
but the reporting of them has as a result of more proactive policing. It is a bit of a similar story with the statistics 
on assaults in Northbridge; they show that serious assaults have gone down, but the total number of assaults 
reported has gone up, because more police are being more proactive and picking up a lot of the more minor 
incidents that are recorded as assaults. When these figures are published, again, a perception can be created that 
suddenly things are getting worse in Northbridge, when in fact they are getting better. That is not to say that 
there are not real issues still to be dealt with; there are, and I will come to those.  

When those figures came out, Superintendent Duane Bell from the central metropolitan district explained that 
the figures meant that, although the number of minor assaults, which are those in which people are not badly 
injured, had risen, the number of serious assaults, such as grievous bodily harm, assault occasioning actual 
bodily harm or unlawful wounding, had fallen 30 per cent—I repeat, had fallen 30 per cent—for the first eight 
months of this financial year, or from June 2007 to February this year, compared with the same eight months of 
the year before. The statistics do not cover just one or two months, in which the figures can jump around. I think 
those statistics really demonstrate that the police have been effective, with their move-on notices, with the extra 
attention they have given to the area, and with some changes in procedures, such as the drop-and-go policy, 
whereby if someone is actually apprehended, arrested and taken back to the police station, the arresting officers 
do not go through the full booking-in process required but pass that work to other police officers to do and go 
straight back out on the beat. Very proactive, targeted policing of the problems has seen a marked reduction in 
really serious assaults in the Northbridge area.  

As the member said, we do have a drug problem in the area. The police have now set up a special squad within 
the organised crime unit to try to track down and concentrate on that. I will be watching what progress is made—
that new structure has been operating for only a few months. The police are very much aware of the drug 
problem.  

They are also very much aware of the issue of licensed premises. As indicated, at various times in the past the 
liquor accord has been quite successful. More work is going on to finetune that liquor accord to achieve better 
results in the Northbridge area. I will be able to say something more on that when it has reached some sort of 
finality. The finetuning of the liquor accord is getting real attention.  

The proposed homicide legislation will be debated today. That legislation has specific provisions on one-punch 
incidents, which again have been a real issue in certain areas where there has been abuse of alcohol and people 
suddenly feel they are Muhammad Ali and want to show what they can do by punching people, with quite 
disastrous effects. The state government wants to improve the law to make it a much more effective deterrent 
against people who have had too much to drink and suddenly think they can start punching out, which can have 
the consequences of people being seriously injured and killed. The government is aware of those issues and is 
working on them. 

We also need to remember the other side of Northbridge. It is a fantastic area with a lot of very lively places, and 
it really gives vibrancy to the city. I have figures that demonstrate that in the past five years the number of 
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people entering the central business district—which is of course more than Northbridge—has risen by 
20 per cent. A lot more people are coming into the city and want to go to Northbridge to use the restaurants and 
entertainment places to have a quiet drink, but do not want to get caught up in some of the nastier side, which 
unfortunately has spoilt Northbridge for certain people in the past.  

As the member alluded to, the policy of the curfew on young people in Northbridge has resulted in fewer deaths. 
As the member is also aware, the legislation introduced by the previous government to deal with street 
prostitution dealt with that matter. The member was an advocate for that legislation. Of course, in a vibrant, 
lively city issues change from time to time. We get on top of one problem and then something else jumps up.  

We give a commitment to ensuring that we will work with the businesses in the Northbridge area so that people 
can feel safe. Northbridge will continue to be a very important entertainment precinct for Perth, and a place that 
really helps to sell Perth as a very modern, viable city. I thank the member for his grievance.  
 


